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E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFORWA UNGA, UN, RQ, AF 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF THE STATUS OF PUERTO RICO BY 
THE COMMITTEE OF 24 

REF: STATE 153477 

ON JULY 3, AN EMBASSY OFFICER DISCUSSED WITH MOHAMMAD 
YAHYA MAROOFI, ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND U.N. AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF THE AFGHAN 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THE TALKING POINTS ON 
PUERTO RICO SUGGESTED IN REFTEL. MAROOFI REPLIED 
THAT, AS A NEUTRAL MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE OF 24, 

AFGHANISTAN ORDINARILY MADE A PRACTICE OF FOLLOW- 
ING THE CONSENSUS OF THE GROUP - BUT IN THIS PARTI- 
CULAR CASE, AS IN PAST YEARS, AFGHANISTAN WOULD 
ABSTAIN ON THE PUERTO RICO ISSUE. THIS, EXPLAINED 
MAROOFI, WAS AS MUCH "SUPPORT" AS AFGHANISTAN COULD 
PROVIDE TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. 
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